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CHAPTER I
TITLE
A S DEVET OF THE GRADUATES OF THE BENTLEÏ, ALBERTA HIGH SCHOOL
FOR THE TEARS 1951-1963
CHAPTER II
PURPOSES AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDT
A.

Significance
Good schools are constantly evaluating their programs trying to

locate shortcomings and looking for ways to correct these shortcomings
as they are found.

To be of utmost service to the community at all

times, the school must select, from the world about it, those new
factors worthy of being assimilated into a previously well-proved
order of learning.

Comments from its graduates "who recently have

stepped from the school into the world must necessarily be one means
of determining what of the new to assimilate into the old and what of
the old to cast off
Business and industrial firms are continually studying their
products to determine how well those products meet demands.

Those

industries that do not appraise and improve their products will not
remain in business long.

Does this offer a lesson to high schools?

Obviously there is a difference in the function and products of schools

^Jane E. Crawford, "A Survey of High School Graduates of 19U2,"
School Review, L I U (January, 19h$), Ult.
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and of factories.

Nevertheless, this difference does not lessen the

need for an adequate program of evaluation.

Schools therefore must

come to recognize the need to study their products— former students—
in an effort to better prepare present and future students to meet
demands with which they will be confronted after they have completed
their formal education.
Are graduates who want further education ready for it?
succeed in their employment?

Do they

Are they successful in marriage, as

parents, and in their civic and social life?

Not all these questions

can be answered directly, but concern about them will help a school to
decide what it should do about the curriculum, the program of activities,
and the services offered.
Follow-up studies of graduates and activities of this kind "are
important not only to obtain exact and reliable statistics but also to
find out implications for changes in educational offerings.

The forth

right opinions of graduates and dropouts cannot be ignored by the
secondary school if it wishes to serve its clients more effectively."

2

Recognizing that no stu(^ of graduates similar to this study
had been done before in any Alberta high school, there seemed to be a
definite need for information relative to what students did after
graduating from Bentley High School.
B.

Purpose of the Study
The small high school can offer only a limited program because

of a relatively small staff and possibly lack of costly facilities.

^Daniel Snepp, "Follow-up of Graduates *59," Clearing House,
XXXV (December, i960), 20k.
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How well do graduates of a small Alberta high school compare with
graduates of larger high schools?
To answer this query and others definite purposes can be set
up.

They can be classified under the following headings:
1.

To establish the present location of the graduates;

2.

To learn the occupations pursued by the students since
graduation;

3.

To learn the additional education and training acquired
since high school;

U.

To determine the practicality of courses offered by the
school in preparing the student for everyday life;
To determine whether the students are being properly guided
through the school's program;

6.

To find out the weaknesses of high school teachers as
measured by the graduates;

7.

To obtain suggestions for the improvement of the present
high school program.
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CHAPTER III
ASSUiMFTICNS, DELIKETATIOMS, LIMITATIONS, DEFINITION OF TERMS
A,

Assumptions
Since our world is becoming more complex with ever-increasing,

new knowledge in all fields, the school must adapt its teaching to be
able to cope with the ramifications of this new knowledge.

One assump

tion, therefore, is that some phases of the program can be improved or
modified.

It is further assumed, in the light of the above, that any

changes or modifications will prove beneficial to the school and its
students.
The writer also assumes that the testing instrument being used
is valid and that the material obtained will supply results which are
valid and reliable in respect to the area considered.

Only then can

it serve a usefulness of purpose.
A final assumption is that the results of this survey can be
useful and stimulating to promote investigations of this kind in other
areas of our countiy.
B• ■
Delimitations
■ ■■■..... . ..y
This stucfcr will be limited to the ten-year period covering
1951^-1963 inclusive.
be included.

All graduates during this ten-year period will

This numbers l8b.

The study is limited to this time for

three reasons:
1.

That is the length of time the writer has taught high
school students in Bentley;
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2.

Records beyond this time are somewhat incomplete;

3.

A ten-year period was chosen rather than a five-year period
because a more mature type of answer could be expected from
the earlier graduates in view of the additional experience
and training.

C.

Limitations
1.

Results of the surv^ will reflect opinions of respondents
only.

2.

Personal opinions and prejudices may be reflected in some
answers.

3.

Experiences since graduation and how respondents view school
now rather than how thqy actually experienced school occur
rences may be reflected,

li. The graduates may no longer recall accurately the information
desired and thus give untrue or partially correct responses.
5.

The students that graduate generally represent the more
satisfied group.

The drop-outs, who would possibly not

rate the school as highly, will not have their opinions
reflected in this stucÿr.
6.

Many changes have been effected in the ten years covered by
the survey.

Therefore, many changes

desired by students of

the early part of this surv^ may have long since been made
and thus would not have concerned many other students that
followed later.
7.

No previous follow-up exists in Alberta which has the same
purposes in mind.
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D.

Definition of Terms
High School —
Graduates —

Includes grades ten, eleven, and twelve.

Refers to all those students who successfully com

plete a high school program.
Respondents —

Includes only those who returned the completed

questionnaire.
Senior Matriculation —

That high school program which prepares

a graduate with university entrance.
Diploma Course —

Those graduating from a high school program

other than the senior matriculation program.
Curriculum —

A group of subjects outlined in the High School

Handbook for Alberta schools.^
Mathematics —

Includes algebra, trigonometry, geometry, arith

metic and calculus.

^High School Handbook (Department of Education, Edmonton,
Alberta, 196311
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CHAPTER IV
PROCEDURE
A.

Use of Related Literature
A study of Alberta graduates similar to this could not be found»

However, over a period of the last decade, a number of follow-up studies
have been completed at Montana State University.

Although most of these

2ipply to schools in the state of Montana, they emboc^ purposes similar
to those in this study.
Three studies were completed in 1952» Those of Fisher^ and
2
Fitschen have similar purposes. Both sought information regarding
the economic and occupational status of graduates with some attention
being given to guidance in the school.

Hokanson^ sought personal eval

uation of the school curriculum and attempted to determine how effi
ciently education procedures were fulfilling the present aims and
objectives of the modern high school.
In 1953 Gaynor^ made a thirty-two year follow-up study in which

^Earl Fisher, "A Survey of the Graduates of the Hot Springs,
Montana High School 19U6-50” (unpublished Master’s thesis, Montana
State University, Missoula, 1952).
^Stuart Fitschen, "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of Ronan,
Montana High School from 19^2-51” (unpublished Master’s thesis, Montana
State University, Missoula, 1952).
^Raymond Hokanson, "A Follow-up of the Graduates of the Libby,
Montana High School for the Years 19U6-50" (unpublished Master’s
thesis, Jfontana State University, Missoula, 1952).
G e o rge Gaynor, "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of the
Grass Range, Montana High School 1920-52" (unpublished Master’s thesis,
Montana State University, Missoula, 1953).
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he sought mainly to determine how well the curriculum had met students'
needs

andthe value of individual subjects.

A much morecomprehensive

study in the same year was made by Christianson.^
study by Bucholz^ most closely resemble this.

This along with the

Both have similar pur

poses:
1.

Location of graduates;

2.

Occupational status of graduates;

3.

Education and training since high school;

h»

Appraisal of effectiveness of their education as it applied
to their present vocation;

5.

Suggestions for improvement of program being offered.
•7
In I9^ii Lagerquist in his follow-up study attempted to evaluate

the guidance program, the instructional program and the extra curricular
O
program. Also in X9^h Munson attempted to determines
1.

The practicality of courses offered by the high school in
helping graduates earn a living;

2.

Whether the present curriculum was broad enough to meet the
needs of present day society;

^ o g e r Christianson, "A Survey of the Graduates of the Fairfield,
Montana High School for the Years 19W-^1" (unpublished Master’s thesis,
Montana State University, Missoula, 19^3).
^Fred Bucholz, "A Follow-up of the Graduates at Antelope ffl.gh
School, 19Uii-53" (unpublished Master's thesis, Montana State University,
Missoula, 19^3).
^Eugene Lagerquist, "A Follow-up Stu<^ of the Graduates of Bainville, Montana High School for the Years 19ii8-53" (unpublished Master's
thesis, Montana State University, Missoula, 195U).
®John Munson, "A Follow-up of the Graduates of Victor, Montana
High School for the Years 19^7-53” (unpublished Master's thesis,
Montana State University, Missoula, 195U).
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3»

The weaknesses of high school teachers|

ii.

The necessity of enlarging the guidance program.

The most recent record of follow-up studies of Montana schools
was made by Prestbo^ in 19^8.

His study is largely devoted to evalu

ation of the instructional program and the guidance program.
In the nine studies cited, conclusions in most include the
following:
1.

More personal and vocational guidance is necessary|

2.

A need for more useful English courses, especially those of
a more practical type such as composition, letter writing,
penmanship and spelling|

3.

Speech and public speaking should be offered;

ii.

’’How to Stucfy" course should be provided;
Expansion of curriculum to include a wider range of subjects.

The most recent major national follow-up study of high school
graduates in the U.S.A. was made by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of
the U. S. Department of Labor.

This research study concerned itself

with the number of high school graduates that entered college and the
number that were in the labor market.

Of those entering a job situation,

how well did their education fit them for their chosen vocation?

The

report lacked detailed information regarding steps taken to improve
school services, however ’’the use to be made of the study should be an
important part for further p l a n n i n g , a n d this planning must take

^Oscar Prestbo, "A Follow-up Study of the Graduates of Chinook,
Montana High School for the Years 1950-514." (unpublished Master's thesis,
Montana State University, Missoula, 1958).
1C>S. M. Lambert, ’’Studies of High School Graduates," N.E.A.
Research Bulletin, XLII (May, 1962), I43.
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place by the schools themselves.
In Alberta great concern was felt and expressed by both indivi
duals as well as organizations about many different facets of education
in recent years.

This was so much so that a Royal Commission was

established to investigate and assess the entire Alberta educational
system.

Their report consisting of 280 recommendations was tabled for

the government’s perusal and study in 19^9.

The Order-in-Council charged

the Commissioners, among many other things, to "study and consider the
aims and objectives essential to maintain a proper and adequate educa
tional program for pupils of Alberta s c h o o l s . I t further asked for
an investigation into "the suitability and adequacy of the subjects
offered" and "the adequacy of the organization, administration and
supervision of instruction."

12

In compiling this report, l89 briefs were heard and more than
100 consultants were called,

of the briefs expressed concern

about the schools' inability in preparing our youth to lead useful
lives and assume responsibilities as citizens.

Others suggested that

the schools were not inculcating the qualities of character which are
considered desirable by society— mental discipline, perseverance,
responsibility and high morals.

Yet others were concerned with the

general philosophy of education in the province.

Evidence presented

showed that:

^^Royal Commission on Education, a Report prepared by the
Commissioners on Educaiion”TEdmonton: The Queen's Printer, 19^9),
p. 3.
^^Ibid., p. it.
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. . • the overwhelming majority of pupils who require basic
education and occupational and semi-skilled training are
being dumped into society as semi-literate adolescents»
Two-thirds of the students who could accomplish technical
and other advanced programs never complete high school.
One-third of those students who have the highest educational
potential and who might accomplish almost anything they set
out to master do not finish high school,^3
The Commission stated what they felt should be the main Job of
the public school of Alberta but clearly maintained that these object
ives change from time to time and schools and school systems must
change to fulfill these objectives, still at all times not lose sight
of the major aim of education— ”to stimulate initiative, critical
thinking and ability to be intellectually self-directing,"^^
Finally the Commission expressed an extremely serious lack in
research in the field of education.

Without research it is impossible

to provide reasonably accurate hypotheses and conclusions on any of
the myriad problems that confront education today.

It is hoped, there

fore, that this small study may make some contribution to the community
served by the Bentley High School,
B.

The School and Its Community Setting
Bentley, the model village, lies in the famous Blindman Valley.

Through this area crop failures are largely unknown because of the
rich chernozem soil which is frequently stimulated with abundant rain
fall.

Bentley, with a population of approximately 600, lies halfway between

Alberta’s two largest cities, Edmonton and Calgaiy,
paved highway only 12 miles west of the N-S freeway.

It is served by a
The Canadian

^^ibid., p. ill.
l^Ibid., p. iiii.
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Pacific Railway and Canadian Goachways bus lines take care of the major
express and passenger needs.
Bentley is a quiet, conservative town because many of its resid
ents are retired farmers.

In the early fifties some oil discoveries

were made and this modified living somewhat.

New housing was necessi

tated and the village grew in a decade from a population of IiOO to a
population of 600.
The usual business establishments required in a small town are
located in Bentley.

There are: grocery, hardware, clothing, drug and

variety stores, garages, real estate office, farm implement dealers,
hotel, beer parlor, restaurants, barber shop, meat market, grain elevat
ors, lumber

yard, seed cleaning plant, creamery, electric shop, plumber,

coin wash, beauty parlor, banking facilities, and a hog pool office
which is the headquarters for the Blindman Valley Co-op for the province.
There are four churches to serve the spiritual needs of the people of
the area.

Also located here is one resident doctor and a sixteen bed

hospital.

Recreational facilities include a skating rink, curling

rink, ball park and a children’s playground along with the playground
facilities of the schools.
Generally the hinterland is best suited to mixed farming.

Along

with thousands of bushels of malting barley raised here yearly, there
are many vast herds of purebred cattle.

Herds from here are well known

throughout western Canada and northern United States.

In selecting

breeding stock, Russian cattle breeders have drawn heavily from Bentley
herds.
Probably the greatest asset to the village business men is the
fact that Aspen Beach Provincial Park is located only three miles east
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of Bentl^,

It is the most frequented of all provincial parks and

second only to Banff and Jasper on an overall basis.
essentially a family resort.

Aspen Beach is

Hundreds of families frequent Bentley

during the summer to do their shopping.

An active Chamber of Commerce

has done much to promote this tourist trade.
The cognomen, ”the model village" was given Bentley many years
ago because of its well kept streets, its good planning and its general
tidiness.

There are no ill-kept yards or residences in the village.

During the 1950*s sewerage and natural gas were added to make it as
completely modern as possible*

Unlike many villages, Bentley has

shown steac^r growth over the past years.
The largest single industry is the school system in which there
are

employed twenty-seven teachers, a librarian, a secretary and three

custodians.

Bentley is the second largest of eight consolidated schools

in the Lacombe County.

Nine school buses daily bring approximately

two-thirds of the 5 W students to its doors.

There are two separate

buildingsI one an elementary school for grades one to six, the other
a high school for grades seven to twelve.

The two schools are under

separate administration although a close liaison is maintained.
Bentley High School has had a long record of academic excel
lence.

This can be attributed to many things:
1.

A permanence of a well-qualified staff.

2.

Parents desire achievement by their childrenj consequently,
parents actively support the school.

3.

Good physical facilities.

Although Bentley High School is considered a small high school,
it has been able over the years to have its students make a notable
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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mark in the professional, business and work-a-day world through its
varied course offerings and by instilling in the student the desire
to eoccel.
C.

Collection of Data
In attempting to do a study of this nature one must find or

devise

an instrument of measurement which will adequately serve the

purpose of the study.

Jahoda discusses various techniques that have

been used in procuring desired information.

He concludes by stating;

One advantage of the questionnaire is that it may place
less pressure on the subject for immediate response. When
the subject is given ample time for filling out the ques
tionnaire, he can deliberate on each point rather than
replying with the first thought that comes to mind, as is
often necessary under the social pressure of long silence
in an interview.
The writer reasoned that it would be impossible to contact each
graduate personally.

Consequently, because consistency must be consid

ered, it was decided to use a questionnaire to collect all opinions.
Many difficulties were experienced in building a questionnaire
that would adequately serve the purpose of this stu(fy.
The questionnaire builder is constantly in search of a
solution to the problem described as a compromise between
certitude and meaningfulness. The questionnaire item should
be as definite as possible, at the same time remaining as
evocative as possible of all the response-meanings the in
vestigator would like to obtain.1°
Much information was drawn from the previous follow-up studies
done at Montana State University.

^^M* Jahoda, M. Deutch and S. W. Cook, Research Methods in
Social Relations (New Yorks Dryden Press, 19^1 ), I, 1 ^ ^
l^Ibid., p. 116.
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Before the questionnaire was finalized, it was checked by a
number of educators acquainted with research techniques whose judgment
is always considered valuable.

It was then tried on several graduates

who live in the immediate community.

From this trial run several

questions were modified to make their meaning clearer.

It was then

pirinted as it appears in Appendix A, and mailed to each member of the
ten graduating classes from 19$h to 1963, inclusive.

With the ques

tionnaire was included a letter of introduction and purpose and a
stamped self-addressed envelope; the former is included in Appendix B.
These were mailed during the second week of January since this is
usually considered a "slack" time after the Christmas and New Year’s
rush.
One hundred and eleven replies had been received before the
first reminder went to those who had not yet replied.

This reminder,

in the form of a post card, is also included in Appendix B.

This

reminder brought in 33 more replies, making a total of lUh.

A second

follow-up was sent two weeks after the first.

This included another

copy of the questionnaire, a self-addressed stamped envelope and a
letter (Appendix B) urging a reply by March 2.

By that date 25 more

replies had been received, bringing the total to 169.
received

No others were

after this date and no more follow-ups were attempted.

Most of the details relating to the sending of questionnaires, the
17
timing of them and the methods to be employed were taken from Parten '

who cites questionnaire studies successfully completed by others.

l^Mildred B. Parten. Surveys, Polls and Samples (New York;
Harper and Brothers, 1950, pp. 371-39?%
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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D.

Treatment and Reporting of Data
The total number of graduates from Bentley High School over the

ten-year period from 195^-63, inclusive, was l8U.

One of these was

deceased, hence only I 83 questionnaires were sent out.

Of these 169

were returned giving a percentage return of slightly over 92 per cent.
Both sexes showed a high number of returns: the boys returned 72 of a
possible total of 77î the girls returned 97 of a total possible of 107.
There appeared to be no levelling off with an increase of years beyond
graduation as can be seen in Table I.
The percentage of returns is considerably higher than most of
the studies previously cited.
many reasons.

This could be accounted for because of

The community is small and people become well acquainted,

many of the graduates* parents reside in the community, there are
annual functions at the school which are considered home-comings for
graduates, and possibly because of the rapport that exists between the
faculty and the students.
Only four of the respondents reside in a foreign country, this
in each case being the United States.

Nine of the 169 respondents have

moved to another province or territory of Canada.
six remained in the province of Alberta.

One hundred fifty-

This is 92.3 per cent.

It is interesting to note that only I8.3 per cent of all respond
ents remained in Bentl^.

Other than the young men who take up farming

and the young ladies who marry farmers in the district, there is little
opportunity for eraplcymenti consequently, the holding power of the
community can be judged as only fair.
Table U

also reveals that almost $0 per cent of all the
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TABLE I

■CDD

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF GRADUATES FROM EACH CLASS WHO RETURNED THE QUESTICNNAIRE

C/)

W
o
3"
3
CD

Number of Graduates
Total Girls Beys

No, of
Returns

No. of
Girls

% Girls

No. of
Boys

% Boys

Total %

8

Class

c3
i"
'

19Sh

10

7

3

10

7

100.00

3

100.00

100.00

19ÏS

17

11

6

lli

8

72.73

6

100.00

82.31*

19#

16

8

8

lli

8

100.00

6

75.00

87.50

■CDD
O
Q.

19#

16

6

10

16

6

100.00

10

100.00

100.00

C

19#

19

6

13

18

6

100.00

12

92.31

9L.75

1959

13

9

!*

12

8

88.89

li

100.00

92.31

I960

23

li*^‘

9

20

11

81.62

9

100.00

90.91

1961

26

16

10

2li

16

100.00

8

80.00

92.31

1962

23

15

8

22

lli

93.33

8

100.00

95.65

1963

21

15

6

19

lli

93.33

5

83.33

90.1*6

18!*

107

77

169

98

93.29

71

93.061*

92.622

i
3
CD

3
.
3
"

CD

a
O
3
"D

O
CD
Q.

■CDD
C/)
C/)

TOTALS

^
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TABLE II
LOCATION OF RESPONDENTS

Other Canadian Province
or Territory-

Within the Province
Bentley
Edmonton
Calgary
Red Deer
Lacombe
Blackfalds
Rimbey
Sylvan Lake
Drumheller

31
hh
20
20
7
7
5
2

British Columbia
Ontario
Saskatchewan
Yukon

5
2
1
1

Foreign Country
United States

1

Eds on

1

Leduc
Three Hills

1
1

Brooks

1

Breton

1

Fincher Creek

1

Ifythe

1

Sundre

1

Story Plain
Rocky Mountain
House
Ponoka
Eckville
Olds
Innisfail

1
1
1
1
1
1

Vermilion

1

Mirror

1

Alijc
Sedgewick
Grande Prairie

1
1
1
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respondents have gone to three cities— Edmonton, Calgary and Red Deer.
The latter is often chosen by these young graduates because it is a
city of 25jOOO only 28 miles from Bentley.
maintained.

Thus, home ties are easily

Edmonton and Calgary are chosen for many reasons.

They

are the two largest cities of the province, they afford good business
opportunities for graduates, and t h ^ both have universities, technical
and nursing schools to which many of the local graduates go for further
training.

The largest number go to Edmonton possibly because the Uni

versity at Calgary has only been fully established within the past few
years.

Although almost every area of the province is represented in

this distribution, it should be noted that 69.0 per cent of all the
respondents were located in one of the three cities mentioned previously
or had remained in Bentley.
It is noted from Table III that hi«3 per cent of all respondents
are married and 52.7 per cent are single.

As is to be expected, we

find more of the respondents from the early part of the survey married
than from the later part of the survey.

From the years 196l to 1963

it can be seen that 11 female respondents have already married, yet
none of the male respondents had.

This table then substantiates that

females marry at a younger age than males.

Of a total of 71 male

respondents, only 35.2 per cent are married but of a total of 98 female
respondents 56.1 per cent are married.
Although Canadian statistics reveal that an increasing number of
teen-age marriages end in separation or divorce, there were no cases of
divorce or separation among the 169 respondents in this stucfy.

Whether

there is any basis to attribute this very stable type of marriage to
the conservativeness of rural people, is difficult to assessj however.
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TABLE III
MARITAL STATUS OF RESPONDENTS

Year

Sex

195U

Male
Female

1955

Male
Female

2

k
8

1956

Male
Female

1
2

5
6

1957

Male
Female

8
1

2
5

1958

Male
Female

6

6
6

1959

Male
Female

2
3

2
5

I960

Male
Female

6
h

3
7

1961

Male
Female

8
8

8

1962

Male
Female

8
12

2

1963

Male
Female

5
13

1

Total

Male
Female

h6
. U3

25
55

0
0

0
0

0
0

89

80

0

0

0

TOTAL

Single

Married

Divorced

Widowed

Separated

3
7
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it could be a factor.

There were no cases of any respondents being

widowed.
The four main types of senior high school programs in Alberta
schools are academic, commercial, technical and general.
academic route that leads to senior matriculation.

It is the

By completing the

program in the other three routes a student qualifies for a high school
diploma.
In 1957 the following number of students were enrolled in each
1R
of these programs in all Alberta schools:
Grade X
Academic

Grade XI

Grade XII

38^

23^

9%

8%

3%

Technical

12%

1%

7%

General

hl%

68%

7k%

Commercial

l6%

Table 17 shows that 100 of the l69 respondents completed senior
matriculation in the Bentley High School,

This is 59.2 per cent com

pared with the provincial figures of l6 per cent.

Considering that up

to the end of 1963 very few students from Bentley High School had been
channelled to larger schools where a greater variety of non-matricula
tion subjects were available, the figure of 59.2 per cent is not only
highly significant but also it is phenomenal.

Once more it can be

clearly seen that a high degree of academic excellence exists in the
Bentley High School.
Of 71 male respondents 6U.8 per cent received senior matricula
tion,

Of 98 female respondents 55.1 per cent received senior

18'Royal Commission on Education, op. cit., p. 3h7.
.
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TABLE IV
BREAKDOW BY TEARS INDICATING RESPONDENTS TAKING SENIOR
MATRICULATION OR DIPLOMA COURSE

Year

Sex

19Sh

Male
Female

2
k

1
3

19#

Male
Female

5
2

1
6

1956

Male
Female

2
h

h
k

1957

Male
Female

8
3

2
3

1958

Male
Female

6
5

6
1

1959

Male
Female

h
1

7

1960

Male
Female

5
6

h
5

1961

Male
Female

6
9

2
7

1962

Male
Female

6
10

1
h

1963

Male
Female

2
10

k
h

Total

Male
Female

ks
54

25
4U

100

69

TOTAL

Senior Matriculation

Diploma
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matriculation.

One reason for the lesser number of girls gaining senior

matriculation may be that girls possibly look forward to marriage and
feel that they do not need to become the main breadwinner of the family.
Thus they probably attempt a short course of some type in order to
maintain themselves independently between graduation and marriage.
Another reason is that more girls than bqys take the commercial pattern
which leads to employment as a stenographer, secretary, file clerk,
receptionist or general office worker.
As seen from Table IV an increasingly larger per cent of students
from 195U to 1963 qualify for the senior matriculation program.
again many reasons can be stated.

Here

Jobs are more difficult to get and

therefore youth of today must prepare themselves more adequately.

In

the early and middle 1950*s many of the students, especially boys, could
get a job with an oil firm for very lucrative pay.

There were many

other attractive positions available in our expanding econony during
this post-war boom.

Since that time there has been some levelling off

and we have had a serious unemployment situation.
been to stay in school.

The emphasis has

In fact, many employers have told students

to come back after graduation and then perhaps they would be given a
job.
Students and their parents appreciate the value of attaining a
professional status.

This offers security which Canadians, as can be

seen by the amount of life insurance and safe investments they buy,
desire.
Table 7 shows that 113 of the l69 respondents pursued some
further type of formal education or training.

This is 66,9 per cent.

Of these 5l or 30.2 per cent entered University.

This total of 5l
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TABLE 7
FURTHER EDUCATION OF RESPONDENTS

Tear

195U

lypp

1956

1957

1958

1959

Sex

University

Male

1®

Female

l3

Male

1©3.1

Female

1^

Male
Female

1^ 1^
l2

Male

3I4 1^ 1^

Female

ll

Male
Female

1^ 1^ 1^ 1^
lit ^1

Male

1^2^

Female

l3

Trade
& Tech.

Nursing

Business

Female
Male

1961

1962

23
l3

Total
TOTAL

3

1®

2

1,2

3
It

1^
l2 ll

2

33

33
23

1
33

1
1

l3
33

1^

23

1^

5

1^
l2

3

l2 2I

3
2

1®

2I ^

1^

7
1

#

iP 1©

2^

h
2

1®

Male
1963

1^

7

Female
Male
Female

No Add.
Training
1

Male
I960

other

P

Female

it

0

0

6

18

23

19
0

9

18

10

38

51

19

9

18

16

56

Male

26

Female

Superscript - indicates year of training.
Circle - O - indicates student is still attending.
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included 28 males and 23 females.

These students were enrolled in

courses varying from 3 to 6 years in length.

The most frequently chosen

courses were the Bachelor of Education program, Bachelor of Science
program, and the Bachelor of Arts program.

Some of the less common

courses such as Dental hygiene. Pharmacy, Law and Music were also
represented.

All students except one were at the University of Alberta,

either Edmonton or Calgary,
Only boys enrolled in the Trade and Technical training courses,
and similarly only girls enrolled in Nursing and Business courses.

A

wide variety of pursuits is shown in the Trade and Technical courses.
Such offerings as Electronics, Automotives, Surveying, and Construction
were the most common.
length.

These courses range from one to three years in

After successful completion of the required number of years of

formal study, the students may either practice the skill they learned
or start apprenticing, depending on what the labor laws of Canada
specify.
All nurses' training schools require students to take a threeyear course which is both practical and theoretical.
nursing are part of a hospital system.

All schools of

At the end of a three-year

period the student may qualify for the degree of Registered Nurse (R.N.).
Eighteen girls took a business course of some type.
these are approximately of one year's duration.

M>st of

This training may

qualify a young lady for various office jobs.
Of the sixteen that took "Other" education or training, we have
a variety that included: embalming, laboratory technician, agricultural
school, inhalation therapist, Bible school.
It should be noted that 7U.7 per cent of the boys and 61.2 per
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cent of the girls took up some further education or training.

A con

siderably larger number of girls than boys did not take any further
training— 38.8 per cent of girls and 25«3 per cent of boys.

Many of

these girls married soon after leaving school and probably felt no
further education or training was necessary.

Some of the boys who did

not receive further education or training worked on the family farm
with the idea of partnership with the father or eventual ownership
through inheritance.
A total of 21 of the 113 who had proceeded with further educa
tion or training dropped out of the course they were taking.

Of this

21, l5 dropped out of University, two out of Technical school, three
out of business courses, and one out of an apprenticeship type of
accounting course.

It is very surprising that not one student gave

"lack of funds" as a reason for dropping out.

This is probably another

indication of the affluence of the people of this area.

The main reason

seems to have been unsatisfactory grades as nine out of 21 or J|2.8 per
cent state this reason.

Six students gave marriage as their reason for

dropping out of the course being taken and all of these were girls.
Thus marriage was responsible for 66,7 per cent of all female drop-outs.
Six people gave various other reasons for dropping out and these are
shown in Table VI.

In checking the difference between male and female

drop-outs, we find that 5?.l per cent were males and U2.9 per cent were
females.

Considering that the total drop-out is only I8.6 per cent, it

is difficult to state that there is a significant difference between
male and female drop-outs.
Often in a small school there is lack of vocational guidance
because of the small number of teachers.

School boards are reluctant
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TABLE 71
REASONS FOR DROP-CUT FROM HIGHER EDUCATION

Lack of
Funds

»
.
Marnage

Year

Sex

Type of
Education

19Sh

Male
Female

Accounting

195%

Male
Female

U

19%6

Male
Female

U

1957

Male
Female

lU 2U
1Ü 2B 3B

3'

1958

Male
Female

T
B

f

1959

Male
Female

U

t

I960

Male
Female

U

1961

Male
Female

lU 2U 3U
lU 2U 3U

1962

Male
Female

lU 2T
U

1963

Male
Female
Male
Female

TOTAL
Ü - University

Poor
Grades

Other Reasons

t
t

No interest in cour;
1»

2 Poor attitude.
1 2 wrong field.

1

t

11 2»

3 Took a job.

2’
t

1 No interest in
course.

1» 2* 3*

12
9

0
0

0
6

8
1

h
2

21

0

6

9

6

T - Technological School

B - Business School
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to hire a specialist in this field since the budget is generally over
spent on basic essentials»
counsellor*

Bentley High School has never had a guidance

However^ various interested staff members have always tried

to aid students by making available to them the information they have
sought concerning careers*

A small amount of interest and aptitude

testing has also been done over the ten-year period concerned in this
study.
It is, therefore, not surprising to notice in Table VII that 37
of the students indicated that they had been helped by either the prin
cipal or a faculty member.

Parents, however, played the major role in

aiding their son's or daughter's decision on further training.

This

once again reflects what has been previously stated regarding the
interest parents have in their child's education.
The lU students who gave "other sources" included such reasons
as family tradition, self determination, personnel in business with
which they were associated and career day in school,

"Career Day" is

a yearly event sponsored by the Guidance Branch of the Department of
Education of the province of Alberta during which speakers representing
certain vocations are made available for a day to speak to students and
parents and answer their inquiries.
There were 22 choices made for "what you read".

This could have

included literature left by the speakers from the Guidance Branch or
materials provided by the teachers.

On the other hand, the student may

have received this from someone else or may have found this while
browsing in the library.

There are many sources from which it might

have been procured and the questionnaire made no attempt to check this.
Table VIII shows a breakdown of occupations of the respondents.
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TABLE VII
SOURCE QP HELP FOR FURTHER EDUCATICN

Source

Frequency

Principal

15

Teacher

22

Parents

kh

Subject Studied

9

Relatives

6

Friends

15

What you read

22

Other

iL
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TABLE VIII
OCCUPATIONS OF THE RESPONDENTS

MANAGERIAL
Proprietors

PRCFESSICNAL

SERVICE

8

Accountant
2
Engineer
1
Inhalation Therapist 1
Male Nurse
1
f&isic Teacher
1
Pharmacist
1
Nurse
h
Prof. Service Rep.
1
10
Teacher
2
X=Ray & Lab. Tech.

Apprentice
Butcher
Domestic Help
Equipment Installer
House'wife
Mechanic
Navy
Nurses Aid
Receptionist
Sales Clerk
Shipping Clerk
Ward Aid

8

2h

CLERICAL

TRANSPORTATION &
COMMUNICATION

Office Clerk I;
St enographer 9

Surveyor
Telephone Operator

LABORER

MANUFACTURING &
CONSTRUCTION

Oil Industry k

General Contractor
Steam Engineer

h

FINANCIAL
2
2

Banking

6
6

AGRICULTURE
1
1
2

FISHING^ TRAPPING,
LOGGING

MINING

55

h

13

2
1
1
1
38
2
1
2
2
2
1
2

Elevator Agent
Farmer

2
11
13

UNEMPLOYED

0

Grouping as by Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
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The classification of occupations is that used by the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics.
The largest number of respondents in any of these classifications
is that of "Service".

Included here are 38 housewives which constitutes

69.1 per cent of this classification and 28.6 per cent of the total of
133 people included in the table.

The importance of Home Economics as

a part of the program offering in high school cannot be overlooked for
this large group.
The second largest group is the professional group.

It isj, more

over, important to note that the majority of students still enrolled in
a University course will belong to this group.

Since this table does

not include students, it could be assumed that the number of 2ii would
be at least doubled.

Table V shows that there are UO respondents who

are still receiving further education and training.

The total number

classified in Table VIII is 133 and together with these hO students
total 173, which is four more than the total number of respondents.
This has resulted because there are four people who are qualifying
themselves for an occupation by serving an apprenticeship.

These

respondents are employed and yet they are receiving further education
or training.

From this large group of people who are or will be in

the professional group it is obvious that a good quality of acedemic
program be maintained.
A total of four respondents or 3 per cent are unemployed.

^^Canada Year Book. Official Statistical Annual of the resources,
history, institutions and social and economic conditions of Canada,
Dominion Bureau of Statistics (Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1963-6U), p.
716.
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Although this is below the national level, it is nevertheless indicative
that training and education beyond high school is necessary for job
security.

It should be noted that this study was done during the winter

months when unemployment in Canada reaches its peak.
Of interest also is the fact that no one is employed in logging.
Although this is a common type of employment among the laboring groups
of this area, not one of the respondents was employed in this type of
job.

Very little commercial fishing or trapping is done in this area

and there are only two or three operating coal mines within a 50-mile
radius.

The total number of unskilled people in this table is small

and once again this speaks highly for the school and for education in
general, since most of the positions indicated by the respondents re
quires some academic training.
Of the 75 respondents with secondary occupations listed in Table
IX, 31 left to become housewives.

Only six respondents indicated that

they had left a professional career and of those five were females who
left their career for marriage.
law.

One male left engineering to study

Conversely, there were 11 respondents listed as laborers in the

secondary occupation group while there were only four who remained in
the laboring class as a full time job.

Tables V U I and IX clearly con

firm that the respondents have used their education to secure a good
type of position or have used it as a stepping stone for further educa
tion or training.
Parents played the most important role in giving the respondents
help in choosing their occupation.
the parents.

This is 21.8 per cent.

Of the total of 170 choices, 37 were
There are 170 choices because many

respondents indicated two sources rather than one.

Personnel of the
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TABLE IX
•NTJMBER OF RESPONDENTS WITH SECONDARY OCCUPATIONS

MANAGERIAL
Store Manager

PROFESSIONAL
2

Engineer
Nurse
Pharmacist
Teacher

1
3
1
1

TRANSPORTATION &
COMMUNICATION

CLERICAL
5

Army
Butcher
Dental Assistant
Nurses Aid
Parts Man
Psychiatric Attendant
Receptionist
Recreation Supt.
Retail Clerk
Salesman
Ward Aid

6

2

Bookkeeper
Comptometer
operator
Stenographer

SERVICE

Surveyor
Telephone Operator

1
7
13

2h
FINANCIAL

1
3

Banking

MANUFACTURING &
CONSTRUCTION

Garage Employee 3
Heai/y Equip o
operator
3
Oil Industry
h
1
Painter
11

Carpenter
Gen. Construction

MINING

FISHING, TRAPPING,
LOGGING

8

8

h

LABORER

1
1
3
2
1
2
3
1
3
2
3

AGRICULTURE
2
1

Farm Help

3

0
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5

school appear to have been of some influence in career choice since a
total of 26 choices indicated that either the principal or a teacher
was the source of help.

There is evidence from this of some guidance

work in the school,
A rather significant factor is the number of friends that influ
enced respondents in choosing an occupation.

Since so many were influ

enced to take up further education or training it might be assumed that
the respondents were influenced by friends who either had experienced
some training or education themselves, or who had been hampered by a
lack of further education or training.
Thirty-five students claimed "other" sources than those supplied.
The most common one of these is that of personal interest.

The respond

ents did not say how this personal interest developed or at what age
it was first felt and it would be extremely difficult to make any valid
inferences here without more information.

However, a point one might

assume is that the personal interest may have been due to an internal
or personal trait rather than

an external force.The remainder of

the "other" choices are shown

in Table X,

Figure I indicates the

extent of help the respondents received

from high school training for their present job.

Of the 133 responses

there are 58 or 1+3*6 per cent that say a great deal, 68 or 5l.l per
cent that say some.

Thus the school influenced 126 or 9k»7 per cent

in some positive capacity in their present job.
Only four respondents said that high school training had not
helped them in their present job.

This is 3.0 per cent.

These people

were employed in or receiving training for: male nurse, ward aid,
roughneck, department store clerk.

For several of these jobs some
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TABLE X
SOURCE FROM WHICH RESPONDENTS RECEIVED HELP IN CHOOSING
THEIR OCCUPATIONS

Source

Frequency

Principal

Ilf

Teacher

12

Parents

37

Relatives

16

Friends

23

What you read

16

Subjects studied

13

Employment Agency

if

Other

35*

^Personal Interest
Childhood dreams
Employer
Remuneration
Practical Experience
Career Day Speaker
Job Vacancy
Part-time Work
Unspecified

19
2
2
2
3
1
2
1
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A great deal

Not sure
-2.3%

None
Some

FIGURE 1
EXTENT CF HELP RESPONDENTS RECEIVED FROM
HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING FOR PRESENT JOB
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high school training is an essential prerequisite; therefore, it is
difficult to state whether these respondents misunderstood the question
or whether they had other reasons for their choice.

The large number

who indicate that h i ^ school did them some good, however, is certainly
significant and shows that the graduate of Bentley H i ^ School feels
that his time in school has been profitable.
From a total of 125 responses to the question, would you like to
be doing something else as your vocation, 93 answered "no".

This then

appears to indicate that TU.ii per cent of the respondents who answered
this question express satisfaction in their present job.

This can be

seen in Table XI.
Of the 31 who state that they desire to do something else, at
least 19 responses show a desire to achieve professional status.

It is

not sui?rising to find that the persons desiring a change most come
from the group who would be classified lowest in labor statistics.
Many of these probably realize that there is veiy little future in the
job they now have and desire to improve themselves.

There are, however,

several cases where there is a desire for a respondent to move from one
professional position to another.

This could indicate a poor choice on

the part of the respondent and lack of vocational counselling and guid
ance in high school.

Six respondents stated that they desired a change

but did not state what they wanted.

Some of these, in all likelihood,

still had not made up their minds completely.
It would be both difficult and unfair to judge the popularity or
unpopularity of a school course from the number of responses each sub
ject obtained because some subjects are taken by many more students than
others.

English (including Literature and Language), Social Studies and
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TABLE XI
NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS WHO WOULD CHANGE THEIR PRESENT
OCCUPATION IF THEY WERE ABLE TO M K E THE CHOICE
OVER AGAIN

NO

93

YES

UNDECIDED

Accountant
Bookkeeper
Dentist
Electronics
Engineering
Farming
Foreign Affairs

1
1
1
1
2
2
2

Forestry-

1

Home Economist

1

Interior Decorating

1

Journalism

1

Lab Technician
Nursing

1
1

Oceanography

1

Secretary

1
2
2

Social Work
Teacher

1

University Education 2
Veterinarian
Unspecified
93

1
_ 6
31
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Physical Education have, up to now, been compulsory in Alberta High
Schools for all students.

It is evident from this that many more stud

ents would be subjected especially to English and Social Studies which
are compulsory in all three high school grades.

Physical Education is

compulsory only in Grade X.
However, some inferences can be drawn from Table XII.

Some

subjects were liked by many students and not disliked by many.

These

include: Biology, Bookkeeping, Physical Education, Physics and Psychology.
Some subjects were liked by many but also disliked by many.

These in

clude: Chemistly. Mathematics, Social Studies and typewriting.
subjects were liked by few and disliked by many.
French, Home Economics, Literature and Science.
noticeable of all is French.

Some

These include; English,
Possibly the most

Only six respondents said thqy liked

French most, yet 77 said they liked French least.

This is a serious

situation for a country that professes a dual heritage of English and
French and equality of these languages.

There is little wonder that

the national government set up an investigation into the field of bi
lingualism and biculturalism.

Are we forcing one foreign language on

to many people who do not desire this or see no value in it?

Should

a foreign language be necessary at all and if so should it be started
at an earlier age than at the high school level?
It is also distressing to see the major tool subject, English,
being disliked by S3 respondents yet liked by only 19.

Is this so

because the subject is compulsory to all students or because the faculty
is teaching it badly?

Is our English curriculum so badly organized

that students gain no appreciation or value from it?

Since many of

the respondents have achieved worthwhile careers or are in the process
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TABLE XII
FREQUENCY CF MENTICN OF SUBJECTS LIKED MOST AND LIKED LEAST

Subject

Frequency of Mention
of Subject Liked Most

Frequency of Mention
of Subject Liked Least

k
2

0

Agriculture
Art
Biology
Bookkeeping

U6
21

Chemistry
Drafting

39
0

h
3
3
16
0

Drama
Economics

3
0

1
1

19
6

53
77
0

English
French
German
Geography
Health

0
2
2

Home Economics
Latin

7
0

1
2
12
0

Law

0

0

Literature

23
38

Mathematics
Merchandising

0

0

Music
Office Practice

1
0

h
0

Physical Education

20

Physics

20

5
6

Psychology

7

1

Science

15

Shop

5
6

Shorthand

0

Social Studies
Sociology
Typewriting

U2
h
15

5
0
35
1
8
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hi
of doing so, they must realize the value of both oral and written English.
Bentley High School should closely examine its English courses as well
as French to see if some changes can be made toward improvement.
Sometimes courses are liked or disliked because of the teacher
who gives the course.
certainly has merit.

The old expression, "the teacher makes the course",
The questionnaire made no attempt to find cut why

any subject was liked or disliked most; hence it would not be possible
to develop student likes or dislikes of teachers further.
Table XIII indicates the subjects respondents wanted to take but
did not have the opportunity.

There was a great call for subjects that

could be used directly on the job, such as Shorthand, Office Practice,
Bookkeeping and Drafting.

It should be noted, however, that there was

also a desire for the Fine Arts in the case of Art, Drama and Music.
There was also a desire expressed for Psychology and Sociology.

This

would indicate that a balance must be maintained between various fields
such as Physical and Social Sciences, Mathematics and Fine Arts, or
Business Education and Literature.
The greatest number of choices from respondents desiring a sub
ject they could not take was for Shorthand.

In checking over the ques

tionnaires, it was found that not all of these came from respondents
entering into a career of secretary or office worker,

îfeny came from

those who were extending their education, especially to University.

The

ability to take notes quickly would prove an asset for students listen
ing to many lectures each day.
From the frequency of mention of various subjects it would appear
that both Business Education and Fine Arts facilities should be extended.
Eighty-one or 6U.8 per cent of the respondents stated in Figure 2
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TABLE XIII
FREQUENCY CF MENTICN CF SUBJECTS RESPONDENTS WANTED
TO TAKE BUT DID NOT HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY

Subj ect
Shorthand
Art
Psychology
Office Practice
Bookkeeping
Economics
Law
Drama
Music
Drafting
Sociology
Latin
Typewriting
Merchandising
Biology
Home Economics
Physics
German
Chemistry
Shop
Agriculture
Phorsical Education
Design
Mechanic s
Electricity
Electronics
Business Mathematics
French
Literature
Trigonometry
Religion
Geography
Speed Reading
Speech
Speed Writing
Mathematics
Science
Health

Frequency
28
13
12
11
10
9
8
7
7
7
6
6
6
U
h
h
h
3
3
3
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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Schedule difficulties

lO prerequisite
other

Not offered

FIGURE 2
REASONS FOR NOT TAKING SUBJECTS DESIRED
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a
that they did not take the subject they desired because it was not
offered.

Here lies one of the basic problems of all small high schools

— they are unable to offer a wide program because of lack of staff.
This is an unfortunate circumstance because the student who takes his
education in a small high school does not receive as broad an education,
or as varied a program as he would were he in a larger school.

Further

more, because his choice is limited, he may never find the field in
which he is most interested.
Centralization has gone a long way in Alberta,

What used to be

approximately 60 one-rooraed rural schools plus one or two multi-roomed
town schools in the Lacombe County is now an eight school centralization.
The largest of the schools has 66 teachers and the smallest has nine
teachers.

More and more it is seen in Alberta, the small high school

is further centralized so that more high school students can enjcy the
benefits of the larger school with its varied offering.

Within the next

decade, Bentley High School will be faced with this problem— centralize
further or provide a much more limited program than would be possible
in a larger school.
Thirty-six or 28,8 per cent of the students experienced schedule
difficulties.

This is not surprising since many students who take a

senior matriculation type of program also would like to take some courses
in typewriting or fine arts.

This is often impossible because time

tables are best made by streaming students into a pattern.

Thus, when

they have decided upon a pattern, they must remain in this or they
experience conflicts.
Streaming is becoming more and more necessary because of special
ization*

Tet it seems unfortunate that a student in Grade X must declare
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himself, rather than he able to have much more scope in choosing his
subjects.

Up to this time for other than the general high school pro

gram, there has been little choice.

This remains the situation today

for the senior matriculation course where choices are greatly restricted.
Approximately 85 credits are compulsory for entrance into most Faculties
of a Canadian University.
student has a choice.

This allows l5 or fewer credits for which the

Our public education is at the stage where it has

the University setting a standard to which the schools must adhere
rather than having the public schools taking a student through what
they consider a suitable program and having the University or other
institutions of further training taking these students from there.
Of the 2oh per cent, which was three students, who said "other",
two mentioned inadequate facilities and one said that there was not
enough choice when taking the senior matriculation pattern.
For the many respondents who disliked English most, it appears
rather bizarre at first glance at Table XIV that an overwhelming number
would suggest English as the course that requires more emphasis.

There

were 77 respondents who said that there should be more emphasis on
English and only three said that there should be less emphasis on Eng
lish,

A great number of graduates realize the great value of this tool

subject and even though they dislike it, they found that they require
not only as much as they received but more.

From the numbers obtained

for Literature, it is quite possible that the respondents felt there
was sufficient appreciation of this subject being offered.

Thus the

English desired would probably mean written and oral language.
ability to communicate well is essential in every phase of life.

The
Do

the respondents feel they lack this ability, either oral or written.
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TABLE XIV
REPLIES OF RESPCNDENTS TO THE QUESTIONS: "CN WHICH SUBJECTS
DO YOU FEEL THERE SHOULD BE MDRE EMPHASIS," "CN WHICH
SUBJECTS DO YOU FEEL THERE SHOULD BE LESS EMPHASIS"

Subject

More Emphasis

Less Emphasis

Agriculture

1

Art

U

Biology
Bookkeeping
Chemistry
Drafting
Drama

h
9
7
0
2

3
h
h
0

Economics

9

1

English
French
German

77
31
0

3
38
6

Geography

10

0

Health
Horae Economics

5
6

6

Latin
Law
Literature

0
2
6

Merchandising
Music
Office Practice
Physical Education

27
0
It
3
8

Physics
Psychology

3
10

Science
Shop
Shorthand
Social Studies
Sociology
Typewriting

10
2
2
26
7

Mathematics

h
8

k

1?
7
1
11
12
0
10
2
22
6
1
6
13
1
15
0

5
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or perhaps both?

Here is another reason why Bentley High School must

look at the offerings in English to see whether it is giving a wellrounded and intensified enough program.
With the great emphasis on bilingualism in Canada at present, it
is difficult to say whether public opinion affected the replies for
French.

Almost an equal number said there should be more emphasis as

said less emphasis.

There certainly seems to have been definite opinions

expressed here.
Other subjects that received a notable number of replies for more
emphasis were Geography, Mathematics, Psychology and Social Studies.
Those subjects that should be given less emphasis included Home Econom
ics, Literature, Physical Education and Shop.
Although many respondents said that they enjoyed Physical Educa
tion, one wonders whether it has as great a carry-over to older age as
would other subjects.

Many kinesthetic skills acquired from Physical

Education could not be carried on to a great degree after the age of
30,

Horae Economics and Shop should be carefully considered in the

school’s program.

Many more students felt that there should be less

emphasis on these subjects than more.

Courses given in these fields

in the Bentley High School have been largely exploratory and for most
students have led nowhere.

With the recently establishec Vocational

Schools in Alberta, it would perhaps be beneficial to route the student
who wishes to follow this pattern to these schools.

There they could

pursue their desired program to its logical conclusion and from it
emerge as a trained technician or apprentice.
Of great interest and importance is Table XV.

This shows a

summary of the subjects which respondents felt had helped them most in
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE XV
FREQUENCY OF MENTION OF SUBJECTS OF GREATEST AND LEAST
BENEFIT SINCE GRADUATION

Subject

l-K-

Agriculture
Art
Biology
Bookkeeping
Chemistry
Drafting
Drama
Economics
English
French
German
Geography
Health
Home Economics
Latin
Law
Literature
Mathematics
Merchandising
Music
Office Practice
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Science
Shop
Shorthand
Social Studies
Sociology
Typewriting
1* - In
2^ - In
- In
In
-

h
0
Ilf
30
18
2
0
1
52
0
0
0
5
12
0
0
2
58
0
1
0
If
10
5
8
5
0
10
If
3lf

Helped Most
2*
3^
0
0
If
0
0
0
3
0
60
1
0
1
l6
7
0
0
16
0
0
0
1
37
0
U6
3
2
0
32
32
0

1
6
15
2
3
0
9
0
22
If
0
3
3
18
0
0
if9
If
0
17
0
59
2
5
3
12
0
33
7
7

Helped Least
2*
1^
3^
2
0
3
7
2
0
3
6
53
0
0
0
11
7
0
0
8
8
0
2
0
5
1
13
3
1
0
73
17
if

3
12
9
If
21
0
7
0
2
69
1
1
if
8
0
0
11
9
0
6
1
17
6
1
Ilf
10
1
21
1
12

2
5
11
3
36
2
2
0
0
lf2
0
1
2
if
0
1
if
if8
0
0
0
If
8
0
18
6
0
5
3
21

making a living.
getting along with people.
enjoying life.
fulfilling obligations as a citizen.
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1
5
6
13
23
1
5
2
8
lf9
0
1
3
2
0
0
1
35
0
if
0
5
8
0
10
if
0
5
1
19

if*
0
11
5
2
21
1
3
0
1
Ifif
0
2
2
3
0
1
If
13
0
if
0
7
12
1
9
5
0
7
1
18

h9
certain phases of life and which had helped them least.

Those subjects

which helped most in making a living include English, Mathematics, Book
keeping, and Typewriting.
would be chosen.

In each case it is obvious wVçr these subjects

Of those which helped most in getting along with people,

English, Physical Education, Psychology, Social Studies and Sociology
have most frequent mention.

Yet here Bookkeeping, Typewriting, and

Mathematics did not get one response.

In enjoying life, the subjects

that helped most include Literature, Physical Education, Social Studies
and English.

This is an important aspect to consider when we realize

with automation there will be more and more leisure time.

In fulfilling

obligations as a citizen. Social Studies and English, by a great margin,
received the greatest number of responses.
From this part of Table XV we must conclude that different sub
jects fulfill different needs.

Consequently, it is imperative that

Bentley High School have a definite philosophy of education in order
to decide what the purpose of education is.

Only then is it possible

to build a program designed to satisfy the greatest number in the best
way.
In the second part of this table, which concerns itself with
which subject helped least, French is very dominant in every aspect of
inspection.

Forty-eight respondents say that Mathematics helped least

in getting along with people and 35 say that Mathematics helped least
in enjoying life.

However, the numbers for French in each case are

almost overwhelming. This is the subject that will require much thought
and planning.
Many respondents did not answer all of the parts pertaining to
this question.

Many instead added a note of explanation which stated
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that most subjects were beneficial for certain purposes.
When asked, "what subjects should be offered that were not offered
when you were in school," only a small number of respondents added any
to the list that was supplied in the questionnaire.

Those stated in the

questionnaire were: consumer education, conservation, marriage and
family life, driver training, drafting and public speaking.

There was

no limit imposed as to the number of choices a respondent could make.
These are summarized in Table XVI,
The subject receiving most choices was public speaking.
the art of communication appears to be of great necessity.

Again,

Graduates

have realized that there is more and more demand for self-expression
not only before and with crowds but with one's working colleagues.

The

amount of time given public speaking in the English courses could pos
sibly be increased.
Marriage and Family Life ranked second in the number of choices.
Some schools in Alberta are now offering a course such as this as an
evening non-credit course.

It has proven popular wherever it was at

tempted; however, there is no recorded research as to its value.

Sex

education, which was mentioned three times, could have been included
under marriage and family life.

However, the respondents who mentioned

sex education also mentioned marriage and family life; therefore, they
are recorded separately.
Driver training is also offered in out-of-school hours as a non
credit course.
this service.

In the past some students have availed themselves of
The ability to drive well has become not only desirable

but also necessary.

With the thousands killed and maimed each year in

automobile accidents, something must be done.

If driver training
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TABLE XVI
DESIRABLE SUBJECTS OF THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM NOT AVAILABLE

Sub ject
Consumer Education
Conservation

Frequency of Mention
U2
9

Marriage and Family Life
Driver Training

51

Drafting

12

Public Speaking

lilt

Sex Education

3

Mechanics

1

Shorthand

3

Electricity

1

Art Appreciation

2

Electronics

1

Music

2

Political Science

1

Trigonometry

1

Foreign Language » Oral

It

Calculus

1

Vocational Planning

2

Public Relations

1

Speedwriting

1
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courses will ease the terrible highway tragedies, then some room should
be made in the school curriculum.

If this is not possible, much more

stringent rules must be laid down when applicants apply for a driver’s
license.

Driving is a privilege, only those who do not abuse the code

of our roads should have this privilege extended to them.
Consumer Education received U2 choices.

Buying and budgeting no

doubt are of great importance in the average home.

At present offerings

in Consumer Education in the Bentley High School are few.

There are

only two or three courses available in this field and these courses are
intended only for the students taking commercial or perhaps general
patterns.

How all these subjects can be packed into an already-bulging

school curriculum is a good question.

We have increased our teaching

day in the high schools of Alberta to a minimum of 300 minutes.
have a 200-day school year.
for more subjects.

We

Yet it appears that we require more time

This is a problem that will have to be debated on

a wider basis than locally since it is by provincial statute that our
schools are regulated.
Table XVII is a summation of answers given by the respondents to
various traits and social aspects supplied in the questionnaire.

The

response was favorable for most of the traits and in many cases respond
ents indicated the school was of much value.

The ability to read, write

and speak well, getting along with others, and preparing for further
education were the three traits which were developed "much" through
school and its activities.
The school is lacking in developing traits pertaining to marriage
and family life.

Whether this should be incorporated into the school

curriculum is debatable and has been mentioned previously in this stucty.
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TABLE XVII
DEGREE TO WHICH HIGH SCHOOL HELPED DEVELOP TRAITS AND
SOCIAL ASPECTS

Traits and Social Aspects

Hich

Some

None

Uncertain

Care of Health

13

117

23

Ik

Use of Leisure Time

26

100

23

17

1

35

7h

50

Participation in Community Affairs

20

109

10

25

Getting Along with Others

85

67

h

10

101

56

h

5

Using Money Wisely

Ih

56

58

ho

Thinking Through Problems

69

82

5

11

Preparing for Further Education

82

59

13

16

Understanding Your Abilities and
Interests

39

91

lU

19

Conducting Your Business Affairs

25

76

36

30

Marriage and Family Life

Ability to Read, Write and Speak
Well
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Also mentioned as lacking was "using money wisely".

The subjects which

would provide this type of education were frequently mentioned in Table
XVI.

Thus, there seems to be some obvious disparity in these types of

education.
Three other traits which are apparently lacking in some degree
in the Bentley High School are conducting your o m business affairs,
care of health and use of leisure time.

The first of these three traits

mentioned could probably be improved by adding some business arithmetic
into academic mathematics courses or by getting more students to take
Law which is a practical course of great value.
only rarely in the Bentley High School.
deserve some special concern.

This has been offered

The two latter traits mentioned

Very few things are more important than

one's health; consequently, every effort should be made to give every
student as much information as possible that may help him to safeguard
and maintain good health.

Increased leisure time is something almost

every one of the present day high school graduates will experience.
Leisure reading, the type of Physical Education that can be used in
middle and old age, hobbies, participation in community affairs, an
interest in welfare woiic and the underprivileged can all be fostered
by the school.
Table XVIII is a summary of which extra-curricular activities
helped most and which helped least in post-high school life.

Although

this question was well-worded, many respondents assumed that extra
curricular activities included those not associated with or sponsored
by the school.

Thus, a variety of answers such as I4-H work, church

clubs, scouts and girl guides were given.

Only responses suggesting

activities sponsored by the school were summarized in the table.
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TABLE X V i n
WHICH EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES HELPED MOST AND LEAST
IN POST-HIGH SCHOOL LIFE

Activity

Most

Least

Sports

76

23

Executive of Student Council

28

1

Student Functions

17

It

Music (Glee Clubs)

8

1

Band

5

2

School Paper

5

0

Dancing Club

U

Orchestra

3

0

Yearbook

3

0

Drama Club

3

3

Art Club

1

1

Cheerleader

1

0

Chess Club

0

1
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students said that they had forgotten what extra-curricular activities
had been sponsored when t h ^ attended.
answered question.

This resulted in a rather poorly-

As can be seen from the table, most respondents did

not put any activity down for "helped least".

Some said that they would

not have participated in an activity if they would not have enjoyed it.
This question would have been more valid had the extra-curricular acti
vities been listed and then the student's mind would have been refreshed.
From the information that is provided it can be seen that by far
the greatest number of students thought that sports helped most and
least.

The sports program is the biggest extra-curricular acti-vity in

the Bentley High School and most students are urged to participate.
House leagues sometimes involve 100 per cent participation.
Xn summary, however, it must be concluded that not too much valid
information was gained from this question, and it would be impossible
to draw inferences from this type of information that would be too
meaningful.
Most respondents agree in Table XIX that approximately the right
degree of emphasis is placed on academic studies, athletics and student
functions.

Very few feel that too much time is spent on any of the

three items but some feel that too little time is spent on some items,
especially student functions.
Bentley High School students generally have one social activity
per month.

There are two major functions during the year.

Sometime

in early December the Students' Union sponsors the annual "Snowball",
which is really an old-fashioned Christmas program.

Plays, choruses,

dancing, reciting, operettas, and a variety of numbers are put together
for a two-hour program which is followed by a public serai-formal dance.
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TABLE XIX
RESPONDENTS’ OPINIONS Œ THE DEGREE OF EMPHASIS PLACED ON
ACADEMIC STUDIES, ATHLETICS AND STUDENT FUNCTIONS

Item

Not Enough Time

About Right

Academic Studies

18

Ihl

0

Athletics

22

129

12

Student Functions

ill

118

3

Too Much Time

This is one of the major fund-raising projects for the school.

In May,

year-end exercises are held where the senior class is honored and all
school awards are presented.

Usually seven or eight other minor parties

are held which include such activities as dancing, skating, bowling,
bingo, weiner roasts, ball games, and carnivals.

Participation has

been fairly good in these activities.
There are also many inter-school contests in all athletics.
some sports Bentley Hi#i School plays in an eleven-team league.

In

This

means that there is a great deal of fraternizing among the students of
different schools.
In the past some students have expressed that they would like to
sponsor activities and have out-of-school guests.
allowed except for public functions.

This has never been

Other activities are confined to

student union members which includes all students in the Bentley High
School.

Perhaps this is one area that students would like to expand.

Up to the present time, the administration of the school has been
adamant in this regard.
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In reply to the question, "do you feel that your high school
teachers could have been more helpful," the respondents answered "yes"
especially in the field of personal and vocational guidance.

Here is

a field of education that school officials should give some study and
consideration.

Although classroom teachers and administrators try to

be of assistance in this field, t h ^ really do not have the time or
possibly the training to be of real value to the student that needs
help.

This requires the services of a competently trained guidance

counsellor.
ance.

From this person the students could seek advice and guid

Many students require someone with whom they may communicate

(sometimes intimately) about their problems, someone whom they can
trust to share their difficulties, someone from whom they can seek
advice.
Several respondents did say in their questionnaire or in separ
ately enclosed letters that they thought teachers should give more help
in guidance but they did not know whether they would have been willing
to accept or profit from this guidance at their age.

Some respondents

felt that high school age is when a student feels mature enough to
make one's own decision.

However, this type of problem could probably

be overcome by a well-trained counsellor.
It is rather surprising, considering the good record of achieve
ment of the Bentley High School, that 6U respondents said that teachers
could have been more helpful in teaching their courses.

Here, too, the

Board of Education and the Superintendent must be most careful in hiring
personnel.

Possibly, also, more supervision and in-service training

should be given at the high school level.
Recreational activities received the most favorable reply.
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could probably be due to the hiring of full-time teachers for pt^sical
education and the spending of money for this type of equipment.

A

good variety of sport activities are carried on because of this.
Three respondents stated other reasons where teachers could
have been more helpful.

These are listed in Table XX.
TABLE XX

REPLIES OF RESPONDENTS TO THE QUESTION: "DO YOU FEEL THAT
YOUR HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS COULD HAVE BEEN MORE HELPFUL?"

Item

Yes

No

In Teaching Their Courses

6h

100

In Offering More Help in Personal Guidance

89

76

In Providing Vocational Guidance

85

81

In Recreational Activities

52

115

3^:-

Other

* 1. Parent consultation.
2. Learning value of education.
3. Helping student understand himself.
Table XXI summarizes traits of the best teacher respondents had
in high school.

These characteristics were listed by the respondents

and not supplied in the questionnaire.

The list in this table corres

ponds closely to a list published by Burton in a study of 3,725 high
school seniors in New York.

20

^^William H. Burton, The Guidance of Learning Activities (New
York: Appleton-Century Co., i9hh), p. 193.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

60

TABLE XXI
TRAITS CF THE BEST TEACHER RESPONDENTS HAD

Frequency

53
h8
k2
h2
U2
3h
20
13
13
13
13
13
11
9
8
8
6
h
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Trait
Sense of humor
Good disciplinarian
Good presentation (well organized, efficient, good
explanation, thorough)
Interested in students (dedicated)
Understanding
Knew work (confident, interest in work)
Friendly (pleasant, cooperative)
Impartial
Patient
Sincere
Good Personality
Helpful and encouraging
Hard worker, conscientious
Intelligent
Good grooming
Honest
Determined, perseverance
Sensible
Courteous
Even-tempered
Prompt
Respectable
Thoughtful
Leadership
Enthusiastic
Devoted
Gave students responsibility
Pleasing voice
Curious
Demanding
Informal
Male
Quiet
Ambitious
Use of suitable language
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From this list of traits it can be seen that a teacher should
be a mature and emotionally stable person and possess an ability to get
along with others harmoniously.

It is therefore a wise policy of the

Board of Education for this area to hire only well-qualified teachers
to teach in their schools.

There is probably no greater incentive to

learning for a student than a teacher in whom he has confidence.
Conversely Table XXII shows traits of the poorest teacher the
respondents had in high school.

It is not surprising to see high on

the scale of frequency of mention opposite traits to those contained
in Table XXI.

Students appreciate good presentation, good discipline,

a sense of humor and a generally understanding person who has their
interest at heart.
Burton's study.

Again, this list in Table XXII corresponds with

21

Finally, the questionnaire asked the graduates to comment on
what they felt Bentley High School could do to make the high school
program more useful to its students,

A great variety of comments were

made, many of which have considerable merit.
Three comments mentioned more often than others deserve special
attention.

Twenty-six respondents praised the school and its fine

record of achievement,
as?

With this praise they included such comments

"My years at B.H.S. were good ones"|

I attended";

"I was well satisfied when

"Strict but good"; "I have many fond memories of my high

school days"; and "The school did all it could for me,"

These comments

not only indicate a job well-done by the school and its faculty, but
also serves as a valuable public relations service.

The most reliable

^Ibid., pp. I9U-I95.
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TABLE XXII
TRAITS CF THE POOREST TEACHER RESPONDENTS HAD
Frequency
58
52
li3
23
20
20
17
16
lU
ih
13
13
11
11
10
10
8
8
8
7
6
6
6
6
5
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

Trait
Poor presentation-disorganized, lack of preparation, uncertain
Disinterest in youngpeople, lack of understanding
Poor disciplinarian
Lack of knowledge insubject field
Lack of patience
Moo(^, temperamental
Lazy
Self-centered, egotistical
Not suited to profession
Boring, dull
Sarcastic
Partial, prejudiced
Poor grooming
Too old
No sense of humor
Indifferent
Unpleasant voice
Nervous
Inconsistent
Intolerant
Conceited
Insincere
Irresponsible
Too involved in other things
Domineering
Aloof
Inarticulate
Uncooperative
Too friendly
Unpredictable
Not progressive
Careless
Slow
Lack of confidence
Irritating personalhabits
Not demanding
Radical
Lack of imagination
Forgetful
Poor handwriting
Too strict
Pessimistic
Female
Overemphasis on ownsubject
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type of comments come from people directly concerned, in this case the
graduates.
Twenty-seven respondents expressed a need for more vocational
guidance and 11 respondents said the school lacks in student counsel
ling.

Thus, a total of 38 respondents felt a guidance counsellor was

necessary.

This, in effect, was mentioned in various other parts of

the questionnaire and has been commented on in this study in previous
pages.

Some definite consideration should be given to this request by

the respondents.
The third of the comments is that which asks for an increase in
the offerings made by the Bentley High School.

Fourteen respondents

indicated the necessity to increase and expand present offerings.

In

order to satisfy a growing number of students the school must increase
its teaching faculty so that more courses can be given.

Unless the

Board of Education is prepared to increase the faculty, other provi
sions should be made for students who cannot get a satisfactory or
complete program at Bentley High School.

This would probably involve

more bussing to another school that offers the desired programs or
possibly a grant in lieu of transportation.
Along with the increased offerings specifically mentioned was
the business education program.

Some respondents felt that a complete

business education course should be taught.

This is physically possible

as most of the necessary equipment is in the schoolj however, it has
been difficult to obtain sufficiently qualified personnel to offer a
more varied program.
Several other comments are of special importance.

Six respond

ents asked that courses in English be improved and six others specifically
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asked that oral speaking and opportunities for other oral expression be
allowed.

The English program of the Bentley High School must be exam

ined and if improvement can be made, this must be done.

Six respondents

said that students should be taught how to stucfy and seven others said
that students be given the opportunity to learn to work by themselves
so that they could develop independent study habits and learn to think
for themselves.

Some respondents in making this comment suggested that

much of the studying students claim t h ^ do is really only superficial
because they have never been taught how to concentrate.
Other comments made by respondents and their frequency of mention
are listed below.
Frequency

6

Comment
More interest should be shown in the slow learner.
Students should be allowed to specialize more
instead of all having to take a rigid program for
senior matriculation.

h
h

Make courses more meaningful.

h

Practical business mathematics should be incorpor
ated into the academic program.

h

More homogeneous grouping.

h

Stress value of education.

k

Encouragement by teachers.

h

Stu^y periods need better supervision.

k

Increase library facilities and reference material.

h

Teachers become too involved in personal out-ofschool affairs of the students.

3

Use of semester system.

3

Increase student participation in school activities.

More student-teacher conferences.
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2

Give first-aid course.

2Foreign language to be begun at an earlier grade.
2

Increase the fine arts in extra-curricular activities.

2Teachers should take more interest in students.
2

Increase school spirit.

2

Increase use of teaching aids.

1

Inter-school activities are lacking.

1

Teachers should not hold personal grudges.

1

Get a good English teacher.

1

Increase social life.

1

Stress study of religion.

1

Make courses more interesting.

1

Adopt school uniforms.

One other comment by a respondent is worthy of quoting.
ers, generally, were most helpful to their students.

"Teach

The unfortunate

part of being a high school student is the student's laxity in doing
anything for himself.

I do not believe ny teachers could or should

have done more to help me.

The help was always there but one does not

realize, until much later, the onus is really on the student and not
the teachers.”
schools.

This is one of the great problems faced by all high

How can they get their students to appreciate, at the time,

what is being done for them?

Is the student in our schools being asked

to make a choice of program at too early an age?
moregeneral with a

wide selection of courses?

Should high school be
Would it be possible to

change university entrance to include a wider choice of subject?

Should

it not be possible for a student to select a major and minor field and
pursue these to greater advantage?
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At present in Alberta, accreditation of schools is being studied.
Accreditation would mean more student choice.

It would give each school

the right to modify its courses or provide new ones; it would give
school faculties the opportunity to plan a program that would benefit
more of its students and it would give the teacher more academic freedom,
Changes have been made and are being made that improve education
and give an ever-increasing number of students a greater chance to fit
themselves for life.

And so it must be with public education in order

that it maintain pace with the rapid acceleration of the scientific and
technological fields.
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CHAPTER V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSICNS AND RECOMMENDATICHS
A.

Summary
The purpose of this stu^y is l) to establish the present loca

tion of the graduates; 2) to l e a m the occupations pursued by the
students since graduation; 3) to learn the additional education and
training acquired since high school; L) to determine the practicality
of courses offered by the school in preparing the students for every
day life; 5) to determine vdiether the students are being properly
guided through the school's program; 6) to find out the weaknesses of
high school teachers as measured by graduates; 7) to obtain suggestions
for the improvement of the present high school program,
A questionnaire was prepared and sent to the graduates of the
Bentley High School for the years 19$L-1963, inclusive.

This numbered

183. These questionnaires sought to obtain opinions of graduates as
to the value of their high school training.

Returns were received

from 169 graduates which was slightly over 92per cent.Results

were

tabulated and form the basis of this study.
B.

Conclusions
The following conclusions were drawn, based on the responses of

the graduates of the Bentley High Schools
1.

A good feeling of the graduates existedtoward the

school.

General satisfaction with the school was expressed by many.
2.

A very high percentage of students took the senior matriculation
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course and proceeded to further education and training beyond high
school.
3.

Many graduates became professional people.

U.

The majority of graduates remained in Alberta although Bentley

itself had poor holding power of graduates.
5.

Parents showed a great interest in their child's education.

6.

Subject offerings in general were too restrictive and students

were unable to take many subjects they desired.
7.

There was a definite lack in Business Education and Fine Arts

offerings.
8.

Shop and Home Economics courses had doubtful value.

9.

Inadequate personal and vocational guidance had been offered

to the high school students.
10.

The entire programs in French and English required reviewing.

11.

The traits of the most liked teachers Include: sense of humor,

good disciplinarian, good presentation of work and good knowledge of
It, an interest in and an understanding of students.

The opposite

traits were true of least liked teachers.
12.

The graduates lacked knowledge of marriage and family life, use

of leisure time, using money wisely, conducting business affairs and
care of health.
C,

Recommendations
As a result of this stu^y the following recommendations are

being made:
1.

There should be an increase in the number of course offerings.

This would involve the employing of additional teaching staff.
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2,

More personal and vocational guidance should be made available

to the students.
3.

The entire high school English program should be reviewed with

a view to stressing oral work, speech and practical English, such as
letter writing, spelling, remedial reading, writing of themes, and
functional grammar.
U.

The teaching of French should begin in grade seven or earlier,

first with an oral approach, then to be followed with written work.
The entire French program must be made more meaningful.
Business Education and the Fine Arts offerings should be expanded.
6.

Mlth present facilities. Home Economics courses should be limited

to the Junior High School.

With the establishment of Vocational Schools,

Shop should be discontinued entirely at Bentley.
7.

Study-groups or non-credit courses should be given in marriage

and family life, public speaking and care of health.
8.

Arrangements should be made yearly with the Alberta Motor Associ

ation for an after-school driver training program.
9.

This study should be followed by a survey of parents' opinions

and discussion in Home and School meetings.
10,

Every effort should be made by the school to maintain present

interest of the parents and to work toward improving it through the
Home and School Association, adult education programs, Career-days,
Newsletters, Parent-Teacher interviews, Education week programs, and
general personal contact.
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BENTLEY HIGH SCHOOL SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE
PERSONAL DATA
1.

Name at g r a d u a t i o n

2,

Pre sent name

3,

Present Address

4.

Marital status:

________

single

widowed

_ _ _ _ _ _ ma rried

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ separated

divorced
5.

Course taken at Bentley H i g h School:

________ senior matriculation
_ _ _ _

6.

diploma course

Year of graduation

ADDITIONAL E D U C A T I O N A N D TRAINING SINCE H I G H S C H O O L GRADU A T I O N
1.

2.

a.

Full name of university, trade or technical school,
college or other institution attended:

b.

T i m e spent there in years:

1 2

3

c.

Course completed, year of completion,

4

5

6

school of nursing, business

more

and degree(s) held:

If you did not complete the course, what was your reason for not completing it?
______

lack of funds

________ marriage
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ unsatisfactory grades
________ other (specify) __________________________________________________________
3.

W h o h elped you most in your educational plans?
p rincipal

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ relatives

teacher____________________________ ________ friends
________ parents

________ what you read

subject you studied
________ other (specify)____________________________________________
OCC U P A T IONAL DATA
1.

W h a t is your present occupation
or unemployed ________

2,

L e ngth of time in present occupation

3,

W h a t other occupations have you held since graduation?
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Who helped you most in choosing your occupation?
__

friends

teacher

___

what you read

parents

___

subject you studied

relatives

___

employment agency

_ _ _ _ _ _ principal

_____

other (specify) _____________ _

_

To what extent has your school training helped you on your present Job?
a great deal

_____

________ some

6.

none
not sure

Would you like to be doing something else as your vocation?
________ yes

no

If yes, specify
CURRICULUM
Agriculture
Art
Bio logy
Bookkeeping
Chemistry
Drafting
Drama
Economics
English
French
German
Geography
Health
Home Economics
Latin
Law
Literature
Mathematics
Merchandising
Music
Office Practice
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Science
Shop
Shorthand
Social Studies
Sociology
Typewr it ing

1.

Which subjects did you like most?

1 . ____________________

2.
2.

____________________

Which subjects did you like least?

.
2 . _________________
1

3.

a) Were there subjects you wanted to take but did not have an
opportunity to take?

1

.

2.
b) W h y couldn’t you take them?

4.

________ not offered

did not have prerequisites

_______

other (specify)

a)

schedule difficulties

On which subjects do you feel there should be more emphasis?

1 . _______________

2.
b)
1

Less emphasis?

.

2.
5.

Which of the
a)

listed subjects helped you most since graduation?

in making a living

1

.

2.
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b)

in getting along wi t h people

.
2.
1

c)

__

in enjoying life

1.
2.
d) in fulfilling your obligations to the community as a citizen

._______________

1

2.

6.

W h i c h of the listed subjects helped you least since graduation?
a)

in making a living

1.
2

_________

.

b) in getti n g along with people

1

.

2.
c)

in enjoying

life

1.
2.
d)

in fulfilling your obligations to the community as a citizen

1

.

2

.

___________

W h a t subjects should be offered that were not offered when you
were in school?
consumer education

driver training

conservation

drafting

marriage and family life

public speaking

Other (specify)
8.

C h e c k where Bentley H i g h School helped you.

much

some

none

C a re of health
................
U s e of leisure time ...... ...................
M a r r i a g e and family life
.............
P artic i p a t i o n in community affairs ........
G e t t i n g along with others ..................
A b i l i t y to read, write and speak we l l .....
U s i n g money w isely ...........................
Thinking through problems
...............
Pr eparing for further education ............
Un ders t a n d i n g your abilities and interests.
C o n d u c t i n g your business affairs ..........
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GENERAL
1.

What extra-curricular activities have

1

h e l p e d y ou mo s t

in y o u r life since g r a d u a t i n g ?

. _________________________

2.
2.

What extra-curricular activities have helped yo u least in your life since g r a d u a t i n g ?

1.
2
3.

_______________________________

.

Does B e n t l e y High S c h o o l place the proper emphasis on a c a d e m i c studies,
student functions (parties, clubs, publications, etc,)?
not^noughMtime

^bout_^ig^

a t h l etics and

^oo_jouch^^ime

A c a demic studies ,
Athletics ....... .
Student functions
4.

Do you feel that your high school teachers could have b e e n more h e lpful?
YES
a)
in the teaching of their courses
.....
b)

in

offering more help in p e r s o n a l g u i d a n c e ... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

c)

in providing vocational guidan c e ...............

d) recreational activities

....................

............

NO

________

............

e) other ( specify)
5.

6.

W i t h o u t mentioning names or sex of teachers involved,
a)

of the best teacher you had in high school

b)

of

list three characteristics:

the poorest teacher you had in hi g h school

Comment on what you feel Bentley H i g h S c hool could do to m a k e the hi g h s c h o o l p r o g r a m
more useful to its students.
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Bentley High School
B e n t le y , A l b e r t a

Dear Gr a duate of B.H.S.
Almost constantly one hears, feels and sees the necessity for
better education in t o d a y ’s complex world.
For this reason
I feel we must examine our program in the Bentley High School
to see whether it is serving the best possible purposes.
In
order to do this, I am asking you for assistance, since I
think the graduates of our school are those people who can
best determine ho w well the school has served them in the past,
I am enclosing a questionnaire for you to answer.
In order
for this to have meaning it is extremely important that you
answer it carefully and that your answers reflect your true
feeling towards the school.
Your replies will be held in
the strictest confidence and your name will not be used in
connection with your answers; rather the information will be
used for statistical purposes only..
Please answer all the
questions; many, as you will see, can be completed with a
check mark or a one-word answer.
T o achieve the greatest good, I am hoping for a 100% response.
For the benefit of those who are following you through our
High School, please do not let us down.
Yo u might be interested to know that this survey is to include
the graduates of Bentley High School for the past ten years
beginning with the class of 1954.
I have enclosed a selfaddressed, stamped envelope for your use in reply.
Your
p romptness in returning the completed questionnaire will be
appreciated.
Yours sincerely

A 1 Herman
Principal
Bentley High School
P S
I would be most pleased to show you through the new addition
we added this year any time you drop in.
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Bentley, Alberta
February 17, 1964

Dear Graduate of
In early January I sent you a questionnaire to complete
and return.

It ir; iqy hope through this research to be able

to do something concrete in effecting necessary and worthwhile
changes in this school.
To date I have received over 80^ of the questionnaires.
I would ver;}’- much like to make this a 100$^ survey.

This can

be accomplished quite easily if you will give me about twenty
minutes of your time by filling in the questionnaire enclosed
herewith.
In consideration of the many recommendations and aids
that this school lias given to so many of you in the past and
in consideration also of the many times you may still require
this type of assistance perhaps twenty minutes should not
be too great a sacrifice for you to make.

Consider also that

anjr good that will accrue from tJiis study will be to your
children or other children’s benefit.
I would be most pleased to hear from you before March

2

.
Yours sincerely

A1 Herman
Principal
Bentley High School
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